
Please find my following comments:

Reference, 1a. Costs and related issues:

I am not familiar with exact costs and methods of calculating same but I make
 the following observations:

Other than phosphate, Nauru does not have any industry. All goods are
 imported. Even basic foodstuffs, of any and all descriptions are
 imported. There is little or no subsistence farming or market gardening,
 as there is little arable land. The national population of c. 13,000 is not
 of sufficient numbers to logistically or financially support a commercial
 fishing industry, although the surrounding waters are resource rich.  All
 fuels are imported. There is no reticulated water supply. All drinking
 water, other than tank water, is imported. 

The local commercial activities are primarily based around two large
 retail outlets, one being a supermarket, per se, the other a super market
 / hardware store supported by a myriad of convenience stores run on a
 business lease basis between the ethnic Chinese community and the
 Nauru government. The costs for basis food stuffs are almost
 prohibitive. $18 (eighteen dollars) for a cabbage, $1 (one dollar) for a
 kiwi fruit, $3 (three dollars) for a passion fruit, $7 (seven dollars) for a
 kg of onions. Needles to say the selection and quality are limited. The
 average Nauruan wage is humble.

The electricity supply in Nauru is from a poorly run and even more
 poorly maintained diesel gen set facility with distribution around the
 island. Brown outs are a daily occurrence. All of the asylum seeker and
 refugee facilities are powered by stand-alone gen sets, as the grid is
 totally unreliable. All of the service workshops for the facilities are run
 by gen sets. The installation, servicing and repairs to all of the facilities
 are provided by an expatriate work force, on an even time work roster,
 most being 3 on, 3 off, effectively doubling what would be the normal
 requirement for service personnel. 

The Nauruan workforce participation in the facilities is mostly menial in
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 nature due to the poor standard of education and complete lack of in-
country trade training. I have spent 20 years in Asia and the Pacific and
 my realistic, but harsh, assessment of the local work ethic and ability is
 of the lowest standard I have experienced. Most of the work force
 comes to work late, goes home early and has little effective input while
 they are there. For an expat to try to enforce any discipline would result
 in cancellation of your visa. Anecdotal evidence would suggest that it is
 not uncommon. 

The influx of the refugee / asylum seeker population and their
 accompanying Australian financial support base has seen the cost of
 food stuffs distorted in the local community. I only have anecdotal
 evidence on which to base this statement. My local work colleagues say
 that food stuffs are far more expensive than previously. For the asylum
 seeker / refugee clients who are camp-based with all meals provided,
 this is no financial penalty. For the refugees who have attained local
 resident status, and are living in Australian provided accommodation,
 but shopping local, their budgeting has to cope with the distorted
 prices. 

The refugee / asylum seekers are provided with health care, recreation
 and teaching facilities with these workforces being on an even time
 roster, thereby effectively doubling the costs. The added disadvantage
 with regard to health care and teaching is that the clients are shuffled
 between a number of doctors / nurses / teachers with a lack of
 maintained input, and with particular regard to the teaching, having a
 negative impact. 

The logistic requirements with transporting and locating portable
 housing, messing, ablutions and other facilities necessitates the full
 time hire of imported large scale cranes and transport vehicles as there
 is no local industry to provide same. The bulk of the machinery would
 have more down time than service, but would be charged on a full time
 hire basis.

In summary, the costs would be far more in excess of anything that a
 comparative facility on the Australian mainland would incur. I believe
 that the figure runs to multiples of an Australian in-country cost. As
 well as the exorbitant cost to the Australian tax payer the employment
 benefits to the Nauruan community would be lessened by the distorted
 cost in living that the whole exercise contributes to. On a comparative
 basis the Nauru exercise would be a net financial loss to Australia on a
 grand scale.

Reference, 1g. Any related matters.

Most criminal justice systems impose fines and / or custodial sentences
 as punishment as a last resort.
It seems that the virtual imprisonment of adults, minors and infants is
 the first and only resort that the current Federal Government is
 exercising, for the 'crime' of seeking asylum.
The process of issuing visas, residency and citizenship should rightfully
 be subject to a rigorous selection criteria. In the absence of any
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 negative findings, surely the principle of natural justice, or even the
 supposed Australian ethos of 'a fair go' should apply. 
I am working on Nauru on a single status contract and regularly offer
 lifts to the refugee / asylum seeker community members. I have been
 invited into their homes and have heard their stories.  and his
  , have been 25 months in detention seeking asylum. 
 wants to study but hasn't been to school for 4 years. They fled 
  and his  are from  worked for the
  and has no future in    and
 her husband are from  They have spent 21 months on their journey
 via Malaysia, Indonesia, Darwin, Christmas Is. and finally to languish
 in Nauru. These are young people with their whole lives ahead of them.
 I have given lifts to fathers with young children who are so full of life
 and hope. These and their friends are all good people, worthy of care
 and support and a start for a new life, if not in Australia, then surely
 somewhere that will give them an opportunity to fulfil their potential.

Conclusion:

I understand the policy of stopping the boats so as to prevent the tragic losses of life
 at sea. That has been effective. 

I believe the government is misguided in using the innocent people, presently caught
 up in the political scapegoating as a supposed deterrent against further people
 smuggling operations. No amount of refugees or asylum seekers effectively locked
 in jail will stop desperate people from seeking a better life, or from people
 smugglers plying their trade. 

If the Federal government is prepared to give these people, our fellow human beings,
 support, to give them food, accommodation, healthcare, education, all the basic
 human rights, why not give it in an environment where everybody will get
 maximum benefit - the refugees, the asylum seekers and the Australian taxpayers?

Give it with a generosity of spirit that is befitting a nation that prides itself in a 'fair
 go.' 

Declare an amnesty and let the thousand odd on Nauru, and Manus Is., into Australia
 for processing.
They deserve nothing less.

With sincere thanks for considering my submission.

Select Committee on the Recent Allegations relating to Conditions and Circumstances at the Regional Processing Centre in
Nauru

Submission 36




