
Dear Committee 

 worked in Nauru Offshore Processing Centre  
 There are few concerns that I would like to present to the committee.   

1- Concerns about the protection needs of asylum seekers and refugees 
 

1-1 Some asylum seekers got dependent to Marijuana while in detention. Reported by asylum 
seekers both Australian and local security officers were smuggling the drugs in to the centre.  
 

1-2 Some refugees have been physically and verbally assaulted in Nauru. 
  

2-   concerns about equality and social justice 
 

2-1 The change of immigration policies and introduction of TPV for asylum seekers in Christmas 
Island were against what Government promised to asylum seekers in Nauru. These decisions 
had a wide negative impact on mental health of asylum seekers and refugees in Nauru.  
 

2-2 There is no consistent policy about the medical transfer of the asylum seekers to Australia. For 
example if a member of the family unit is decided to be medically transferred to Australia, in 
some cases the Department sends the whole family and in some cases decides to keep the 
members of the family separated for months.  
 

2-3 The forced return of the asylum seekers to their origin country is against the principle of Non-
refoulement under the international law. 
 

3- There are concerns about safety and wellbeing of staff in Offshore Processing centre. 

3-1 During my work in Nauru in the last 18 months, two employees (one male and one female) were 
sexually assaulted by local people. The perpetrators seem to get away from the crimes easily in Nauru.  

3-2 In October 2014, the Department of Immigration accused ten Save the Children caseworkers and 
teachers of coaching asylum seekers into acts of self harm and of fabricating abuse claims in the 
Nauru Offshore Processing Centre and they were subsequently fired from their job. The Philip moss 
report had uncovered no conclusive information that Save the Children workers had facilitated 
protest activity, encouraged self-harm or fabricated assault allegations. These accusations have 
affected the wellbeing of all the staff by destroying their dignity and professional integrity. 
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